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The March 2022 session of the “Seoul Colloquium in Korean Studies,” organized jointly by the Seoul Center of the EFEO (French School of Asian Studies) and RAS Korea will be held on Thursday March 24, beginning at 6:00 pm (Korean Time), via Zoom because of the current COVID-19 situation.
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A lecture by BAE, Kidong

Rethinking the origin of Korean people

In spite of amny cultural components have been claimed to originate from northern regions including Siberia, current genetic analysis of Asian people including Korean indicates a high frequency of haplogroups of mt DNA and Y chromosome of southern origin. Many genetic studies show that gene flows from southeast Asia toward northeast Asia during the late Upper Pleistocene. The dichotomous view is more relevant for explanation of the origin of Korean people; cultural and genetic. The culture brought by social elites from the northern part of East Asia has dominated since the Bronze Age in Korea over those of pre-existing people in the peninsula. 


BAE, Kidong is a Professor Emeritus in the Department of Cultural Anthropology at Hanyang University. He has been teaching and researching in Prehistoric Archaeology and Heritage Studies. He served as the director of the National Museum of Korea and the president of the National University of Cultural Heritage. He has published Human Evolution and Paleolithic Archaeology in Asia in 2021, New Perspective of the Origin of Korean People in 2015 and many books and articles. 



All who wish to participate MUST register in advance by sending an email to efeoseoul@hotmail.com, mentioning their full name and affiliation. A Zoom link will then be sent to them.


Élisabeth Chabanol
École française d’Extrême-Orient/ French School of Asian Studies (EFEO), Seoul
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